HISTORY OF FLOODING
IN ATHENS

THE MOST SERIOUS SOURCE HAS BEEN,
AND CONTINUES TO BE, OOSTANAULA
CREEK, AT WHICH SOME 47 IMPORTANT
FLOODS HAVE BEEN RECORDED WITHIN

THE LAST 100 YEARS.ALL MAJOR
RECORDED FLOODS: 1896, 1922, 1946,
1947, 1963, 1973, AND 2003 HAVE
OCCURRED BETWEEN JANUARY AND
APRIL.

The most damaging flood in the lower Hiwassee

River Basin was on Oostanaula Creek which FLOOD

began to overflow its banks early in the morning

of March 16 and crested late on the evening of

the same day. The creek rose to heights of eight pREVENTION

to ten feet over its banks through the City of

Athens and was the highest ever recorded in the ATHENS, TENNESSEE
downtown district.

The record breaking flood entered 31 homes, 37

businesses, 2 industries, 1 church, and a natural

gas substation causing extensive property
damage.

Floods of March 1973 in the Tennessee River Basin

The account of the 1973 flood
along Oostanaula Creek is only
one example of many floods

causing property damage within
our community. Although the City

of Athens has taken measures to
reduce flood potential, the simple
fact is any flood of the past can be
expected to reoccur. {

Damage from these floods need
not to happen and assistance in
seeking methods to reduce such
losses is available. ‘
This information is designed to

B cover the basics of flood
. protection. Much more detailed
i), information is available from the
Flood Protection Library located
at the E. G. Fisher Public Library.




FLOOD SAFETY
MEASURES

In the event Athens suffers from
flood waters, the following actions
may maximize your safety and help

minimize the flood impact.

o Keep battery powered radio tuned to a
local station.

e Stay put and wait for rescue teams.

¢ Never attempt to walk across
stretches of flood water that are
more than knee deep.

o |f time permits, turn off all utilities. Never
touch electrical equipment unlessiit's in a
dry area.

e Do not drive where water is over the
roads.

e Prior to re-entering your home, check for
structural damage.

e On re-entry, never use an open flame
and check the electrical system before
restoring any power.
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FLOOD PROTECTION MEASURES
There are two types of flood protection.
Those measures you can take at the
time of a flood and construction
techniques designed to reduce flood
damage. Consider the following actions:

* Mitigation for homeowners

 Build with flood damage
resistant materials

e |nstall sewer back flow valves

e Anchor fuel tanks

e Raise electrical and mechanical
component systems




